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cause at Strassburg and Boulogne. Practically
the whole of his mother's fortune, which he had
inherited, had been melted in this way. Through
the medium of English friends, however, the
financial problem was solved. There was living
in London at that time the crazy exiled Duke of
Brunswick. The Duke was persuaded to provide
Louis Napoleon with funds for his escape and for
the re-establishment of the Empire in return for
a promise of future assistance to regain his own
lost dukedom. The sum of six thousand pounds
was accordingly handed over.

The plan of escape evolved by the prisoners
was simple. The prince's rooms had been in a
bad state of repair throughout the period of his
imprisonment. He had, in fact, previously re-
quested that the defects might be remedied, only
to be told that the work would be carried out if
he cared to pay for it, to which he not unnaturally
retorted that he could hardly be expected to
finance the restoration of a State prison. Now,
however, he deliberately caused such further
damage as to render repair inevitable, then de-
manded an inspection. Work was put in hand,
and for twenty-four days labourers came and
went, passing in and out of the gates between the
sentries. On the twenty-fourth day Louis
Napoleon shaved off his moustache and whiskers,
donned a wig and the dress of a labourer, and